In vitro multiplication of Cryptosporidium parvum in mouse peritoneal macrophages.
Cryptosporidium parvum of bovine origin was developed in vitro in unsensitized mouse peritoneal macrophages. Macrophages growing in RPMI medium were infected with sporozoites or with oocysts, and after staining infections were studied by light microscopy. A high parasitic index was obtained with multiple infections occurring commonly. This is a simple method for the study of Cryptosporidium biology, and for in vitro assays of pharmacological activity.